



IERS Open Lecture, Forum, Workshop, & Symposium Titles & Lecturers List AY2015
Date Title Lecturer/Speaker
March 28, 2015 Water Literacy Open Forum 4
Let’s Take Classes of the Water!
Dr. Keiichi Sato





(Professor Emeritus at ICU)
Prof. Mark W. Langager
(International Christian University)
April 13, 2015 Open Forum
What is Literacy? Thinking about 
Education in the World
Dr. Hideki Maruyama
(Executive Research Fellow, National Insti tute 
for Educational Policy Research)
Dr. Daisuke Kanazawa
(former JICA Specialist)
May 19, 2015 The Slovenian Language in Europe Dr. Jelisava Dobovšek Sethna
(Linguapax Asia Director)
May 26, 2015 Languages of Spain Dr. María D. Pérez Murillo
(Complutense University, Madrid, Spain)
June 1, 2015 Changing Perceptions of Japan in 
the Foreign Media
Ms. Yuki Hasegawa
(Chief Manager, International Affairs, The 
Yomiuri Shimbun)
June 18-19, 2015 Mini-Workshop
Liberal Arts Pilot Program 
Development & Global Research 
Network for Future Liberal Arts 
Education
Prof. Andrea Matthias
(Lingnan University, Hong Kong SAR)
Prof. Khoo Hoon Eng
(Yale-NUS, Singapore)
Prof. Kuk-Woon Lee
(Handong Global University, South Korea)
Dr. Jisun Kim
(Ewha Women’s University, South Korea)
Prof. Rui Yang
(University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR)
July 11, 2015 Water Literacy Open Forum 5
よしの先生と野川へ行こう
Dr. Teruo Yoshino
(Professor Emeritus of ICU)
September 14, 
2015
Japan Prize 2015 & The Variations 
of Educational Content Today
Mr. Noriaki Hashimoto
(Japan Prize Secretary General, Japan 
Broadcasting Company (NHK))
October 3, 2015 Symposium
Identity and Mobility in the 
Globalized World: Challenges for 
Education
Prof. John C. Maher
(International Christian University)
Prof. David Block








所  報　 IERS ACTIVITY REPORTS
Date Title Lecturer/Speaker
October 31, 2015 Symposium




(Tokyo Gakugei University International 
Secondary School)
Ms. Machiko Naito
(IB Examiner / American School in Japan)
Ms. Noriko Sugimoto
(Tokyo Gakugei University International 
Secondary School)
Mr. Kokoro Kozawa & Ms. Masumi Kobayashi
(Ritsumeikan Uji Junior and Senior High School)
Mr. Tetsuji Muto
(Gunma Kokusai Academy)
November 14, 2015 International Conference
2015 Academic Conference on 
Higher Education in East Asia
Prof. Hyuck-Soo Yoo
(Yokohama National University)
Prof. Jung Cheol Shin
(Seoul National University, South Korea)
Prof. Rui Yang





February 11, 2016 Linguistic Landscapes Prof. Peter Backhaus
(Waseda University)
February 24, 2016 Investigating the Role of Social 
Environments in Promoting Health 
and Well-being
Prof. Bret Kloos




Practicing Liberal Arts Education: 





(Handong Global University, Korea)
Prof. Sanae Eda
(Middlebury College, US)
























Mini Workshop: Liberal Arts Program Development and Global Research Network for Future 
Liberal Arts Education
 This workshop was organized as part of an IERS research project entitled, “The Design of 
Japanʼs Future Private Higher Education System: Focusing on Small Liberal Arts Colleges”
Introduction, Research Background, & Purpose
 Most small private colleges are tuition-dependent and lack enough endowments. Over the recent 
years, a steady decline in the number of college-age population and increased competition with 
public universities and a growing private education market have brought challenges to small 
private colleges in Japan and other parts of the world. In order to suggest feasible solutions to 
these challenges, a research project was proposed and launched at ICU in 2014 to help review 
and re-design the private higher education system with a special focus on promoting international 
competitiveness and sustainability of small liberal arts colleges in Japan and beyond. 
 The overall purpose of the project is to design an optimal future private higher education system 
in Japan with a special focus on promoting international competitiveness and sustainability of 
small liberal arts colleges. Specific research activities include: (a) to investigate, analyze and 
extract the commonalities of components of small, private liberal arts colleges around the world 
that are successful in maintaining enrollment, (b) to prepare liberal arts college graduates for the 
international job market, and (c) to expand international collaboration in research and development 
programs.
In the first year (2014), the research project focused on: 
 1)  analysis of future needs of small liberal arts colleges in Japan to improve their international 
competitiveness, 
 2)  identification of a range of policy & governance requirements for successful and 
internationally competitive liberal arts colleges via in-depth analysis of best practices, and 
 3)  hosting an International Forum on “Exploring Internationally Competitive Private Liberal Arts 
Colleges” in Tokyo.
 At the International Forum (2014), we identified several major challenges facing small private 
liberal arts colleges in East Asian countries including: lack of understanding of the meaning 
of liberal arts education of the U.S. origin in the East Asian context, difficulties in balancing 




embraces diversity and citizenship, difficulties in responding to both global and local demands, and 
challenges raised from functions and effects of Christian commitment, ‘privateness,’ and small 
scale in liberal arts education. 
 We also learned that several high-impact strategies for improving the competitiveness of 
liberal arts colleges from best practices in different parts of the world. Effect ive strategies 
include: Diversified study abroad programs considering students’ different needs; Internship 
opportunities in various international organizations; Innovative curricular combining both liberal 
arts and sciences; Combining self-directed and collaborative/teamwork-based learning in language 
programs; Research opportunities with faculty members; Community services; Technology 
integration in curriculum; and Learning community building via good residential experience.
In the second year (2015), following up on the lessons learned from the first year, the project team 
planned to: 
 1)  design, develop, implement and evaluate a small-scale pilot program in collaboration with other 
liberal arts colleges in East Asia, 
 2)  create a strong and sustainable international research network (Global Research Network 
for Future Liberal Arts Education) with our innovative partners for collaborative research on 
liberal arts education, and 
 3)  host two mini-workshops (June 2015 and Feb 2016) to share outputs of our 1st year 
research on liberal arts education, discuss the pilot program development and the creation of 
the research network, and evaluate the results of the pilot program. 
A Briefing on The Mini Workshop
Objectives
As a part of the research project, the present Mini Workshop was organized to: 
 ・ Share the 1st year research outputs with potential East Asian partner organizations.
 ・ Design a small scale pilot joint program with East Asian partner organizations.
 ・ Discuss the implementation and evaluation procedures of the pilot programs.
 ・ Build the Global Research Network for Future Liberal Arts Education (GRN-FLAE) with partner 
organizations in East Asia and beyond. 
Workshop Venue
 Dialogue House ‒ 2nd Floor Meeting Room
 International Christian University (ICU) 
 3-10-2 Osawa, Mitaka-shi, Tokyo 181-8585
Dates





 Institute for Educational Research and Service (IERS), ICU.
Sponsors
 ・ The Promotion and Mutual Aid Corporation for Private Schools in Japan




 Insung Jung, Ph.D., Main Researcher
 Mikiko Nishimura, Ed.D.,Co-Researcher
 Toshi Sasao, Ph.D., Co-Researcher
 Yasuo Shimizu, Ph.D., Co-Researcher
 Hye Gyeong Ohe, Ph.D., Co-Researcher
 Naoki Hatta, M.A., Research Assistant
 Jiwak Bajracharya, M.A., Research Assistant
 Jennifer Christine C. Fajardo, M.A., Research Assistant
Program
Thursday, June 18, 2015 ‒ D-House Meeting Room (2nd floor)
Morning Session Chair: Professor Toshiaki Sasao
  9:00 ‒ 9:30   Registration 
  9:30 ‒ 10:00   Welcome Message (Prof. John Maher, IERS director, ICU) and Introduction of 
the Project and Workshop (Prof. Insung Jung)
  10:00 ‒ 10:30  Presentation 1: ICU’s Approaches to Liberal Arts Education and Super Global 
University Project Strategies (Prof. Anri Morimoto, Vice President of ICU, 
Japan) 
  10:30 ‒ 11:00  Presentation 2: Liberal Arts Education in East Asia: Challenges and Potentials 
(Prof. Mikiko Nishimura)
  11:00 ‒ 11:30  Presentation 3: Liberal Arts Education in Japanese Universities: Faculty 
Perceptions of Current Situation (Naoki Hatta, Doctoral Student, ICU)
  11:30 ‒ 12:00  Presentation 4: Liberal Arts Education at Lingnan University (Prof. Andrea 
Matthias, Lingnan University, Hong Kong SAR)
Afternoon Session Chair: Professor Mikiko Nishimura





  14:00 ‒ 14:30  Presentation 6: Liberal Arts Education at Handong Global University (Prof. 
Kuk-Woon Lee, Handong Global University, South Korea)
  14:30 ‒ 15:00  Presentation 7: General Education at Ewha Women’s University (Dr. Jisun 
Kim, Ewha Women’s University, South Korea)
  15:00 ‒ 15:30  Presentation 8: Comparative Education Research Centre at the University of 
Hong Kong and Research Ideas for Liberal Arts Education in Asia (Prof. Rui 
Yang, University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR)







Symposium: Identity and Mobility in the Globalized World
Symposium Title: Identity and Mobility in the Globalized World: Challenges for Education
Venue: International Christian University, Tokyo
Date: October 3rd, 2015 
Panelists: Dr. John Maher, International Christian University
 Dr. David Block, ICREA, University of Lleida, Spain
 Dr. Naoko Aoki ,Osaka University Graduate School
Discussant: Dr. Emi Otsuji , University of Technology Sydney, Australia
Organizers: Masuko Miyahara, PhD (International Christian University)
 Alison Stewart, PhD (Gakushuin University)
 Tae Umino, PhD (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)
Supported by: Institute for Educational Research and Service (IERS)
Purpose and Significance:
 In the past two decades, there has been a surge of interest in the notion of identity in the field of 
applied linguistics, with most researchers adopting the social constructivist view in which identity 
is defined as a ‘limited and temporary fixing’. In this half-day symposium, three world-renowned 
researchers propose alternative approaches to the concept of identity, including metroethnicity, 
mother tongue, social stratification, and autonomy/agency, and discuss insights that such 
new approaches might yield to the understanding and enhancement of student mobility in and 
beyond formal education. The huge interest on this topic was demonstrated by the attendance of 
approximately 70 participants, from both inside and outside of the Kanto areas. 
Overview: 
 The symposium provided a rare and stimulating opportunity by bringing together some of the 
prominent scholars in their respective fields to discuss one common theme, identity and mobility in 
a globalized world and its challenges to education. The talks of the three discussants all broadly 
focused on this central theme by discussing critical perspectives on the new orthodoxies that 
have emerged as the result of the social turn that they have been instrumental in bringing about. 
After a short break, the discussant, Dr. Emi Otsuji, pulled together the different themes that 
arose from the panelists’ talks, and successfully set the stage for group discussion that followed 
them. About 15minutes was set aside for discussion among the participants in order to facilitate 
the Q &A sessions with the panelists. The organizers of the symposium hope that the occasion 






2:00 ‒ 2:05 Greetings and Opening Remarks
Masuko Miyahara (ICU)
2:05 ‒ 2:35 John Maher (ICU)
‘On Alterity, Relation and Identity in Language: A Reassessment of the Mother 
Tongue’.
2:35 ‒ 3:05 David Block (CREA, University of Lleida)
‘Migration, Bi/multilingualism and Social Class’
3:05 ‒ 3:35 Naoko Aoki (Osaka University)
‘Reality on the Ground: Social and Not So Social Aspects of Learner Autonomy’ 
3:35 ‒ 3:50 BREAK
3:50 ‒ 4:05 Discussant:
Emi Otsuji (University of Technology Sydney)
4:05 ‒ 4:30 Small group discussions
4:30 - 4:55 Round up with Panel







































2015 Academic Conference on Higher Education in East Asia
Theme:  University Rankings, Internationalization and Quality of Higher Education in East Asia
Date/Time: 2015 November 14 (Saturday) 2:00 ‒ 5:30 pm
Venue:  International Conference Room at Dialogue House 
Organizer: The Global Research Network for Liberal Arts Education at Institute for Educational 
Research and Service (IERS) of ICU
Sponsors: Korean Scholars’ Forum in Japan (KSFJ) and IERS
Objectives of the Conference: University Rankings, both domestic and world, and Internationalization 
are two most frequently mentioned keywords among East Asian universities and governments 
when they discuss policies and strategies to improve the quality and competitiveness of their 
higher education system.  This conference was organized to: 
 1) Explore various meanings and roles of university ranking systems and their implications for 
the quality of higher education in the East Asian context,
 2) Examine commonalities and differences of governmental and institutional policies of 
internationalization of higher education in Japan, Korea and China,  
 3) Discuss the roles of liberal arts education to promote international competitiveness and 
quality, and 
 4) Identify areas for further research and development. 
Conference Organizing Committee
 Insung Jung  Main Researcher, Global Research Network for Liberal Arts Education of IERS
 Joo-Young Jung KSFJ Liaison and Senior Associate Professor, ICU
 Hye Gyeong Ohe  Co-Researcher, Global Research Network for Liberal Arts Education of IERS
 Jiwak Bajracharya  Research Assistant
 Jennifer Fajardo Research Assistant
 Aram Lee Research Assistant
 Tomomi Takabayashi Research Assistant
 Rena Shiraishi Research Assistant
Program: 
Dialogue House International Conference Room (2nd floor)
・13:30 ‒ 14:00  Registration 
  Chair: Prof. Joo-Young Jung (ICU)
・14:00 ‒ 14:10  Opening (Prof. Huck-Soo Yoo, KSFJ President, Yokohama National University, 
Japan);  
      Welcoming message (Prof. John Maher, IERS Director, ICU, Japan)




   ○  Setting the Scene (30 min): “University Rankings and their Implications for East Asian 
Higher Education” (Prof. Jung Cheol Shin, Seoul National University, Korea)
   ○  Sharing Practices and Concerns 1 (20 min): “University Rankings and Internationalization 
in China” (Prof. Rui Yang, University of Hong Kong, China - via Skype) 
   ○ Discussion (20 min) 
・15:20 ‒ 15:30 Break 
・15:30 ‒ 16:40 
  Chair: Prof. Toshi Sasao (ICU)
     Talking About the Policy (30 min): 
   ○  “World University Rankings and Internationalization of Japanese Universities” (Mr. 
Hideto Matsumoto, Director, Office for International Planning, Higher Education Bureau, 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science & Technology, Japan) 
   ○  Sharing Practices and Concerns 2 (20 min): “Internationalization and Quality of Higher 
Education in Japan” (Prof. Aya Yoshida, Waseda University, Japan)
   ○ Discussion (20 min) 
・16:40 ‒ 17:30
  Chair: Prof. Joo-Young Jung (ICU)
   ○ Revisiting an Old Concept (20 min):  
      “Liberal Arts Education: An Approach to Improving International Competitiveness of East 
Asian Higher Education” (Prof. Insung Jung, ICU, Japan)
   ○ Discussion (30 min) 
・17:30  Closing (Prof. Insung Jung)
・17:40 ‒ 19:40 Dinner at Faculty Lounge, 7th floor of Dialogue House
Conference Brief
 An academic conference titled “University Rankings, Internationalization and Quality of Higher 
Education in East Asia” was held at International Christian University on 14 November, 2015. 
Around 40 participants ‒ professors, administrators, general staff and graduate students from 
several universities in Japan, Korea and Canada attended the conference.  Five presentations 
discussed conceptual, practical and policy approaches to university rankings, internationalization 
and quality assurance in the context of higher education.  In particular liberal arts education was 
introduced as a strategy to improve the quality of undergraduate education. 
 The conference began with two open messages, one from Prof. Yoo (President of KSFJ) and 
Prof. Maher (Director of IERS), followed by five presentations. At the end of each presentation, 
there were several questions regarding the presentation topics. 
  ・  Prof. SHIN introduced the current status of University Ranking systems and their benefits 




  ・  Prof. YANG focused on university rankings and internationalization issues in the Chinese 
context and argued that University Ranking systems could well contribute to the quality 
improvement of higher education in East Asia. 
  ・  Ms. SUZUKI, on behalf of Mr. Matsumoto, explained present and future Japanese 
government’s policy to promote Japanese universities’ competitiveness in University 
Rankings, in particular Internationalization. 
  ・  Prof. YOSHIDA reported the current status of internationalization in Japanese universities 
and analyzed policy issues at institutional and governmental levels. 
  ・  Prof. JUNG clarified values and key strategies of liberal arts colleges and highlighted the 


































































































































The Muscat Agreement URL: http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Documents/muscat-
agreement-2014.pdf

















 鈴木 庸子・金澤 大介・吉田 信行



























Educational Studies reports the withdrawal of the following papers, in accord with the wishes of the 
principle author: Shi, J., & Mogami, Y. (2013). A Study of the Early Education of English Pronunciation for 
Native Speakers of the Japanese Language. International Christian University Publications 1-A. Educational 
Studies, 55, 229-240.  Shi, J., & Wang, J. (2013). “Bias” in Intercultural Communication: A Case Study of 
Japanese, Chinese and Korean University Students. International Christian University Publications 1-A. 
Educational Studies, 55, 241-262.
Educational Studies 58
International Christian University
163

